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' MEMORIAL, &.. 


$ we owe it to our Countrey, to communicat what 
we think may conduce- to make it flouriſh, ſo Men 
in Power and Authority ought to encourage ſuch 
Attempts : . All Publick Works, tending to the ad- 
| > vantage both of Prince and People, deſerve publick 
Encouragement, and all theſe that are to pertake of the Benefite, 
ought likewiſe to joyn in the furtherance of the Thing. ' 

Of ſuch a quality 1s the Fiſhing on the Coſts of Scorland, being 

afolid and ſure Contrivance, , upon a Treaſure at our very Doors, 

and for "the putting forth our Hands to take, which though hi- 
thertoſo much negle&ed by our ſelves, yer at ſome hundreds of 
Miles diftance h . . been taken vpby our Neighbours, to a vaſt 
encrels of their Wealth, Greatneſs and Power. 

The genera! Encouragements jfrom the Publick, that ſuch an 
undertaking doth require, are the Reviſing and Adapting to pre- 
ſent uſe, ſuch Laws as are already made, and the making of other 
neceſſary new ones in favour of, and for encouraging of Fiſhing- 
Companies, to the end that by the -Immunities and Priviledges 
given, Strangers may be encouraged and invited, not only to 
joyn in their Money, for the carrying on and ſupporting a Ma- 
nufacture and” Trade ; The ſubje& Matter whereof, is our own 
natural Produd, but likeways to tranſplant themſelves and Fami- 
lies, to the peopling our Countrey, promoting of Trade, im- 
provement of eur waſte Grounds, & bettering of all ſorts of Ma- 
 nufatture, reither for ſome time ſhall we be able to carry on the 
Work toany Perlection, without their Help and Dir.Qtion, 

Nor is it to be donbted, but that the Repreſentatives of the 
Kingdom, conſidering the Advantages ariſing from this Trade, 

A 2 | will 
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will give a national Countenance to it, and an advantageous Con- 
ſituation by Authority of Parliament. 


II INCK SPIIted,, 4nd a | » that 
may. be laſting Benefite to their Countrey, elpecially erin 
| Chit we may have to deal With Competitors, who will uſe endea- 
voors,to Quath and Diſhearten theUnderraking in the beginning, 
S$o.tharto put chisJAﬀerr' in ſuch a Motion as may continue, 
for a longTerm of Time,it may be worth theConfideration of (ach 
as ſtudy the common Welfare, whether.ic may [not be, adviſable 
fot the Publick, to give ſome Foundation forthe Encouragement 
of ptivat perfons; who otherways may be loath ta venture, upon 
an rimert, - that hath hitherto ſo often miſcarried, though. 
meerly by i}! Condu&, Defign, or Miſmanagemenr. =_ 


The Influence this Fiſhing-Trade will heve on the Proſpe- 
rity of the Nation. h | 


x. It will bea Foundation of Wealth to the Kingdom, for be- 
ſides the Gain of the Adventurers, it will yearly ſenſibly add to 
the National Stock. £ 

2. It will encreaſs Shipping and multiply Sea-men, every Buſs 
being computed to bread eight Seamen yearly, and to furniſh Trade,. 
for two or three Ships more, ſo that when once we come to Im. 
ploy fifty Buſles for fiſhing at Sea, we ſhall yearly add four hun- 
dred to the Number of our Seamen, and above aa hundred Sale 

of other Ships to the Number of our Shipping. | 

3, Itwill bring the Ballance-of Trade, with moſt Nations on 

| our fide, by brivging in Commodities on the Truck, which we 
| now 
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_ © nowpay ready Money for, and our Ballance, we ſhall receive in” 
ſpecie, or value in Exchange. : 
4.Te wilt my ways raiſe the value of Lands, particularly by the 
incouraging of planting our wateriſh and moſt barren Grounds 
ih Ales Cnc lows, of which is tobe made Hoops, Backers, 
ec. and when grown to large. Trees, the beſt of Charcoal for 
making of Gun- owder,and. conſequently a new mean of Export. 
'g; Itwilt free the Country of all Loyterers and by 
imploying ſome at Catching, and ſome at Curing the Filh, ethers 
at Sphading, making of Nets, Hooks, Lynes, Ropes, Oc... - - 
6." Fhere is fcarce any condition of People that will not be the 
better for it, and the Community moſt of all, for as Tradebegars. 
Trade, fo this will do Commerce, People the Country, Enrich - 
the Merchant both by Export arid Import; and the Tradeſman' 
by ſetting all Hands ro Work, Ten Thouſand Pound Sterling. in 
this being computed to employ more. Hands,than Fourty Thog+ 
ſand'in any- other Trade we are capable of. | 
 The-Profits already got by thele of late, have only Fiſhed by 
halfs, is of ſome encouragement to the Undertakers, whereaf the 
greateſt Gainers will be ſuch whoſe Lands are adjoyning to, -and 
are Proprietors of the Harbors, Ports, Creeks, and other places 
of MannfaQure. | 
All great Companies being of uneafte Management, and ſubje& 
to Jealouſies and Diviſion. It is propoſed, That this Trade ſhall 
be moſt advantagiouſly carried on, and managed, by divers ſmall. 
Companies, confiſting of ſome Noblemen and Gentlemen, with 
2 mixture of Merchants. | 
And to the end that this Trade, when it comes to bear, may 
be brought up to, and kept in due Repute in Forraign Mercats, - 
it will be higbly neceflary, that we tye our ſelves up to ſuch 
Rules and Methods, as may. be thereto {ublervient, and have the 
ſame enaQed into Laws,under the ſevereſt of Penalties, for which 
end, ſuch of the Dutch Edits and Regulations, ag are applicable 
to our Circumſtances, ſhall be Tranſlated. Ki 
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Now there are only two ways of Fiſhing, the one by open 
Boats, as in New-fennd-land ; the other,by Buſles or ſmall Dog- 
rs, who- may promiſcuouſly Fiſh for Herrings and Codd,tho' 
or the moſt they Fiſh for Herripgs, that turning to beſt account. 
*For in this Trade alone, it is computed, that the . Dutch do _- 
imploy about Two Hundred Thouſand Mariners and Fiſhers,and 
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thatthe yearly Amount, of the Value of their export of Fiſh, in- 


to the Sonnd, Hamburgh, Ruſſia, Sweder, and theſe other Kaſtern 
Countries, doth exceed a Million Sterling. | 
*In their publick- Edidts, they call it their Golden Mine, andaſ- . 
ſert it to: yield them more Treaſure then Potoſi, or both Indies to 
Spain”; 'for 4:40 1688, upen taking account of the ſeveral Trades - 
and Employments, by which they Subſiſted, in order to find 


. which beſt deſerved the ProteQion and Enceuragement of the 


Publick, it appeared that the number of the Subje&s of the Szates- 
General, were Two Million Four Hundred & Fifty Thouſand, of 


- which, beſides theſe employed in the in-JandFiſhery.four Hundred 


and Fifty Thouſand were then maintained by Fiſhing at Sea, and 
the Traffick depending thereon, fince which they have much in- ' 


creaſed the number of their Bufles. | 


That both the Herring and Codd Fiſhing, lyes fairer for us 
than the Dutch is very evident, there being a great many Advan- 
t-ges we have that they want, and none they have we want, ſafe 
Induſtry. 4; 

For our Coaſts do yeil us a continual Sea Harveſt of Gain,no 
Seaſon of the year paſſing away without ſome apparent means of 
profitable Employment, to ſuch as with Diligence will apply 
themſeles to Fiſhing, which from the beginning of che year to the 
latter end thereof, continueth upon ſome part or other of our 
Coaſts,8: that in great Shoals & infinit Numbers,even in our very 
Lochesand Bayes, as well as on our Coaſts, where in caſe of Storme 
unloading, taking in of Proviſions or thelike,it is notabove three 


| or four Hours Work to recovera Harbour, and without any loſs 


of time to refit and put to Sea again 2: Whereas the Duich have 


firſt 
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firſt Fiſhing, and then they ly at the mercy of the Winds, for 
want of a Port, and in caſe of Unloading they have as far back a- 
gain, which takes up a great deal of time, hinders the Buſineſs and 
endangers theloſs of their Mercats. or; 

Tho true itis that ſometimes they have their Tagers orChaſers to 
take off their Fiſh at Sea, and to refurniſh their Buſſes, with-Salt, 
Cask and other neceſfaries, which adds to the Charges ; And 
yet if ithappens to be but a Rough or Rowling Sea, they muſt 
ly by and wait for a Calm : Whereas with usthat are in Harbour 
the Work of Unloading,' Repacking and ſending away our Fiſh 
to the firſt Mercats, goeth on in all Weather ; $o that in reſpe& 
of the nearneſs of the Fiſhing, and the vents in to the Eaft- 
Countreys, the Wages of Servants, chapeneſs of Vitualling, and 
commodiouſnes of our Ports and Harbours to receive the Buſſes 
on all occafions, we have very much the better of them. 

In ſo far that upon the whole, we can catch, cure and pack Her- 
rings by two thirds Cheaper than they, which will do much more 
then anſwer on third difference that may be between us and them 
on the price of Money. | 

The Fiſhing Trade being then ſo profitable and lying ſo open to 
us, that we may Mafter it with leſs Expenſe, Difficulty and hazard 
than the Dx7ch, it will be our own Faults if we do not improveit 
to the _— Temporal Blefling, Providence ſeems to beftow on 
a People. LD | w 

Having it gums on our Coaſts, we ſeem to be courted to re- 
ceive is, for if we do but ſecond the Gifts of Nature with our own ' 
Induftry, we cannot well fail to attain the Advantage pointed at. 

And now the deſires of the People of Scotland running ſtrong 
ly to Trade, there ſeems nothing wanting but that men in Autho- 
rity give the neceſſary Encouragments to this and all other ſuch 
National Attemps. : 


